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is an active industry on a small scale, and the \vastc-lands
are taken up for the purpose. At Gopichettipalaiyam, in
the same district, the mineral is collected in isolated crystals
in the fields, and sold to a contractor from Madras.

Diamond-mining was an important  industry in the
Kistna district in the days when the Kings of Golconda

Fig. 22.   Crystal of Corundum with its shell of cleared felspar
forming the crystal "court" or crystal "compound."
ruled over it The French traveller Tavernier, who visited
the Kollur mines in the seventeenth century, records that
60,000 men were engaged therein. He mentions a diamond
weighing 280 carats as being in the possession of the
Moghul Emperor Aurangzlb. This gem was probably the
Koh-i-nur (mountain of light), which is now among the